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PRESIDENTS REPORT JUNE 2008

Barry Makin a Founding Member of the 
VMCC, a member for 33 years and a Life 
Member passed away 10th May 2008.
At the time of his passing he was a 
Committee member of the Club.
Barry was highly regarded by all members,
and a tireless worker and participant of 
countless events over that 33 year period.
He participated in no less than 30 Busselton 
Two Day events, won 17 trophys and in fact 
his name appears 13 times on a Class 4 
trophy. He rode all those events bar one, on a 
vintage bike on the long course.
We all have fond memories of countless 
enjoyable events with Barry riding the Raleigh 
(with a few oil leaks), his left foot propped up 
on the frame taking direction from May and 
always getting there.
A quiet natured man dedicated to the well 
being of the VMCC, and who made a 
tremendous effort to attend committee 
member duties right up to the end. 
Barry’s funeral was held on 15th May and was 
attended by a large number of people many 
of who were VMCC members.
By the time you get this report, Barry will be 
sitting back on a comfortable cloud, whittling 
on a stick, after having oiled the hinges on 
The Pearly Gates, re arranged their 
workshop, planted some beans, rock melons 
and pumpkins, and organised a run.
He will most certainly go down in the history 
of this Club.
On all our members behalf I offer May and 
Family our sincere condolences and support.
The VMCC is “a bloody good club” because 
of people like the late Barry Makin. 

President Rex

THE SHARP END
The inside of the back cover of this Chatter 
carries a photo of Barry, catching him in a 
typical moment on a run, and I hope you will 
agree, making a most appropriate memory.

The mention of the two member minimum 
concession for rides in Elliot’s article in the 
next column, might jog a few memories about 
what is available within the club, besides as 
he remarks, being news to some new 
members.

Finally, see page eleven if interested in 
nominating anyone including your self for any 
available club office, at the August AGM.

PRE31 SECTION TT TRIP in 2010
The Pre 31 section is organising a trip to 
England in June 2010. The trip will be about 
three weeks, and will start with the first week 
being at the Isle of Mann, the second week 
touring about, and in the last week 
participating in the annual Banbury Rally. The 
numbers will be capped at 15 entries as we 
will be shipping the bikes in a sea container, 
therefore limited for space. You will find an 
entry form in this Chatter, pages 9 and 10 
with some terms and conditions on it, so if 
you are interested I would suggest you act 
fast as only a few vacancies left. 
Any questions ring Phil Skinner on 94934272.

COMMITTEE NOTES
The fire proofing project for the library and 
associated area is progressing, and new 
doors have been fitted to the Marshall Room.
The constitution reprint is nearly ready.
Members and others in Karratha want to start 
a local Section.
Keith Perry is working on a lapel microphone
for use during presentations at the end of the 
General meetings.

A THOUGHT FROM ELLIOT
We all have favourite destinations for rides 
and we are often looking for a new place to 
go. If you have a favourite why not share it in 
the Chatter?
I recently rode to York and went to Saints 
Diner at 87 Avon Tce. It’s next to the Town 
Hall. The place is all about motor bikes, and 
has the black and white tiles like the Ace 
Cafe, posters, licence plates on the wall, a 
cellar with booths, and a couple of bikes 
around the place. They are open on the 
weekend and serve coffee, light meals and 
have a licence. The owner's name is Simon 
and he is a motorcyclist.
New members may not be aware that a 
minimum of two members may ride 
concessionaly licenced bikes together on a 
"One Day Special Event' (of their choosing), 
by advising the Secetary by phone prior to 
the ride. The Secretary will then log the 
details of the proposed ride.

Elliott Montagu
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EVENTS CALENDAR
PRE 31 MEETING EVERY 4th WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH. START TIME 20.00hrs

JUNE 2008
SUN 1 VACANT

WED 4 GENERAL MEETING

SUN 8 CHITTERING RIDE Phil Johnson

SUN 15 PRESENTATION DAY Dave Weeks

SUN 22 VACANT

SUN 29 GIRDER FORK RIDE Page 3 Bill Cowlin

JULY 2008
WED 2 GENERAL MEETING 

SUN 6 PRE 31FOUNDATION RIDE

SAT 12 DAY BEFORE FARM RIDE Page 3 Kevin Badby
SUN 13 BEECROFT FARM RIDE

SUN 20 VACANT

SUN 27 VACANT
AUGUST 2008

SUN 3 71st GOLD STAR RIDE

WED 6 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SUN 10 PARKERVILLE RIDE

SAT 16 BEVERLEY SHOW

SUN 17 VACANT

SUN 24 BELLS RAPIDS RUN

SUN 31 VACANT

RUN ORGANISERS. Please ensure a fire extinguisher is available on each run.
Remember to inform Club Caretakers in plenty of time, if access to Club
 Rooms is required for your run. Call Alan and Kay Chapelle 9453 2728

ORGANISER CONTACT DETAILS

Phil Johnson 9294 1341, Bill Cowlin 9523 1137, Kevin Badby 9399 2802,
Dave Weeks 93846617,

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR, BARRY O’BYRNE, Mob 0418 936 254
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COMING EVENTS
GIRDER FORK RIDE 29th JUNE

Start 0930 from 45 Chandler Ramble, Baldivis, 6171. Plenty of parking for trailers etc.
Approximately 100 kms run across flat country suited to all bikes. Coffee and biscuits on arrival. 
Lunch after the run. 
Costs; riders $6.00, passengers $4.00. Hope to see you all on the day.

BILL COWLIN 9523 1137

THE DAY BEFORE THE FARM RIDE.SATURDAY 12TH JULY
Meet at the Narrogin Inn – Armadale,at 10.30am for 11.00am start.
Approx. 200kms along back roads through Dwellingup, Boddington, and Williams.
Overnight stay in Narrogin, plenty of accomdation.
Duke of York Hotel, 9881 1008 from $50.00 per night.
Horden Hotel, 9881 1015 from $30.00 per night.
Plus Motels.
Next morning onto the Beecrofts for lunch. 
Entry $5.00 Dollars.

Bee there or Bee Square.
KEVIN BADBY

TROPHY PRESENTATION & B.B.Q.

Sunday 15th June
We will be as usual having our Trophy Presentation and BBQ at the Clubrooms this year.
Kicks off at 12 noon, for the B.B.Q. and camaraderie, followed by the Trophy Presentation, making 
for a relaxing afternoon. Bring the family and enjoy the day. You don’t have to be getting a trophy, 
just enjoy the company of other club members, and their families.
Bring your own meat, drinks and cutlery and plates, the club will supply the salads, buns, sauce, 
and tea and coffee.
The club facilities will be open for you to show your family just how good are our facilities.
We know that a lot of people wait for the last moment before deciding if they will be coming, but we 
need to know early for the catering.

Could you please ring Weeksy on 9384 6617 or mobile 043 999 1584 ASAP
MAY MAKIN.

LATEST CORNUCOPIA OF EASTERN -STATES EVENTS
5th to 7th Sept 2008. 4th National BSA Rally, Gold Coast, Queensland. Entry Forms with Dave 
Weeks.
     
8th to 20th Sept 2008. NSW Grand Tour 2008. Cancelled due to lack of entries.

30th Sept to 4th Oct 2008. Douglass 2008 tour in ACT. Contact Pete Davie, 02 6296 2209.

9th March 2009. MCCV 45th Anniversary Tour for bikes up to 1942. Single hub rally based in 
Colac,Victoria.
 EOI with Dave Weeks, or ring Neville Babb on 03 9398 5250.

Dave Weeks  # 626L   Mob 043 999 1584.
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REPORTS
The 268th PRE-31 MEETING, 23 April 08.

 The meeting started at 8.04 pm, with Kevin in the chair, ably assisted by Karl & Geoff. 
 21 members, no visitors, attended, out of the 26 full members registered.
 After the fellowship had died down, the formal part of the meeting was completed quickly. It was 

reported the Committee had approved the UK event and gave it full VMCCWA run status.
 Bits & Pieces included (repro) a leather-faced toolbox for 20’s BSA’s, early Triumph fuel caps, 

and a period helmet & goggles.
  Greg displayed a 1914 500 Lewis, with a Precision-made water-cooled engine. Unlike other 
Lewis’s, which had the radiator in the front of the fuel tank, this one had a Scott-like down-tube 
mounted rad. and is unique, as production was stopped by WWI. The missing rad will be difficult to 
make as no illustrations exist. Lewis made about 1700 bikes in Australia before and after WWI, 
later ones being generally air-cooled.
 The meeting then retired to the kitchen/verandah for more fellowship.

WEEKSY…#626L

ALBANY SECTION NOTES
Tracmac held on 3rd May ; What a great day out, vintage tractors and farm machinery all out 
working up a 25 acre paddock for sowing a crop. Static display of vintage stationary motors 
(working), Veteran and Vintage cars and trucks, all types of tractors, machinery and motorcyles.
Not to be outdone, members of the VMCC put on a display of riding on the rollers, and grass track 
racing, (well done members).
This type of event (tracmac) is really shaping up to only to become better in time, and the support 
of our Club Section is appreciated by the organizers.
Ride to Cosy Corner on 11th May. A good roll up on the day, with a ride around the countryside,
morning tea at Elleker store, then on to Cosy corner for lunch and a chat. After lunch some of the 
members went up to Dale DeBonde's for a look at his bikes under restoration, some great bikes 
will soon be seeing the light of day.
June 8th; Club ride to Cheyne Beach BYO everything, depart Old Gaol 10-00am sharp.
July 13th; John and Jan Bond are having a soup and sandwichs ride, details July Chatter.

Contacts. Chairperson Ed 98447334.
SHIRLEY #341

NOTICES
FINAL APPEAL

Stolen in Queensland two years ago. 1968 BSA A65 Lightning, original colour blue. There was a 
small Canadian flag on the side covers. Engine and frame number A65L B8719. 

Police no joy. Cash reward offered, no questions.
Mike Jacobson 041 505 7293

HELP…!!
PERPETUAL TROPHIES

Could anyone who has Perpetual Trophies (Busselton Two Day and others) bring them to the club 
meeting on the 4th June, and please give them to May or put them in the trophy cabinet.
If you are unable to attend the meeting, could you ring me on 9384 6617 or 043 999 1584 so I can 
make other arrangements.

WEEKSY
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Minutes of the V.M.C.C.W.A. Monthly General Meeting Held at the V.C.C. Hall Wattle Grove on 
Wednesday 07/05/08 Commencing 8.00 pm

President: Rex Edmondson.           Secretary:   Elliott Montagu                    Treasurer: Delys Brazil
91 registered members attended with apologies from M. Makin, B Makin, P Woods, C McGee, R 
Morrison, and M Glasson.
The President introduced the mike usher Dave Weeks.

Visitors:  The President welcomed Peter Robinson and Mitchell Barnes.
New Membership Envelopes:  The following new members were welcomed to the Club and were 
presented with Membership Envelopes by Charlie Lawson. Peter Woods, James Lamb, David 
Carnegie-Smith, Christopher Driscoll, Ray Boreham, Peter Weber, Neil Macdonald, Patrick Chant.
The Minutes of the Previous Meeting  were accepted as a true and faithful record and signed by 
the President. 
Business Arising: Nil.
Correspondence:  Nil
Business Arising:   Nil.
REPORTS.
President:  Barry Makin is gravely ill. Our thoughts are with him and his family.
The results of the Two Stoke Ride fund raiser for the Cancer Research Appeal are in the May Chatter 
and the donations from members and the round up from Club funds brought the total to $2000.
Presentation Day is June 15th. Barry and May Makin usually organise this but will be unable to do it 
this year. Dave Weeks is organising.
Two members had motorcycle accidents last weekend and both were saved more serious injuries 
because they were wearing appropriate motorcycling apparel.
Watch for Riding WA on channel 31 Monday nights as Club members and machines are featured.
Treasurer: Payments. Video for Library $30, Books $50, Swapmeet Expenses $1472, Machine 
Examinations $28, VCC $407, Swapmeet Advertisement $39, Insurance $824, Copier Paper $324, 
Final Payment Norton Collection $6300, Cancer Research Fund $2000, Parts $130, Secretarial 
Expenses $473, Post $290. Receipts. Coolgardie Run $70, Subscriptions $155, Grumpys Run $66, 
Raffle $56 Machine Examinations $56, Yellow Plates, $25, Parts $259, Interest $84, Cancer 
Research Fund $1285, Parts $595, Busselton Two Day $320, Jarrahdale Run $41, Swapmeet Bond 
Refund $200. Moved K Perry and seconded T McKie that the report be accepted. Carried.
Membership Secretary:  John McGee reported that deposits made since the last report totalled $380 
and that we now have 547 registered members. As at the 5th April, 63 members had not paid their 
membership renewal fee. At the end of the Busselton 2Day Rally John had an accident on his bike. 
He was slightly injured and the bike sustained considerable damage. Club members safely stored the 
bike and gave personal help to him and his partner. Members rang concerned for his welfare and 
others took him to inspect the bike.
John said that member’s actions were very much appreciated by him and his partner and he extends 
his sincere thanks.
Machine Registrar/Examiner:  Phil reported that there are still 34 bikes to be inspected. There is a 
list of members in the Chatter that need to ring him. Would members please check to see if your 
name is on the list. Members are reminded that a fully registered bike must be inspected by the Club 
if it is to be entered in Club events.
Dating Officer Veteran and Vintage: Greg dated three machines. K Badby 1936 VD HD, D Brazil 
1942 741B Indian, G Tenardi 1941 741B Indian.
 Dating Officer Post Vintage and Post War Machines:   Terry McKie has provisionally dated the 
following machine. L Spicer 1955 G80 Matchless.
Spare Parts:  Bill Cowlin is overseas. Brian says all is going well.
Concessional Licensing: Norm Chester made three First Time Concessional Examinations. 
L. Spicer 1955 G80 Matchless, H Hibbert 1980 T140E Triumph, S. Blundell 1953 B31 BSA.
Librarian:  Ken Vincent reported that as we are now affiliated with the VMCC Ltd (in the UK) 
members have access to their monthly magazine which is available from the library. We have Jan, 
Feb and March issues and a calendar of events for 2008, a full list of VMCC local sections and their 
meeting places, a list of Marque Specialists that our members may contact for information, a list of 
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overseas affiliated clubs, a retail catalogue of VMCC’s products, clothing, badges, books DVD’s,
prints, accessories and lots more. See Ken or Gary in the library.
Technical Librarian:  No report.
Editor: Peter Bennett was absent.
Publisher:  Keith Perry. The photocopier broke down during the production of the last Chatter but is 
now going well. Some parts of the machine are well past their expected life but are still operating 
satisfactorily.
CMC Representatives:  Chas Bayley reported on some CMC social activities, Ern Serls reports that 
a standard letter for clubs to lobby local fed. member re tax on sporting clubs will be issued. 
Donations to AHMF fighting fund held in trust ($6300)
.Events Co-ordinator:  Barry O’Byrne called for reports from participants in past events.
Past Events: 
6th April. Two Stroke Ride. Organised by Jean and Brian Lawrence. Brian  reported that about 30 
machines took part. He thanked the members who contributed at the General Meeting. The President 
presented Brian with a cheque to the Cancer Research Appeal for $ 2000.
13th April IHC Collie Time Trial. Dave Weeks was a participant and said the weather was good (not 
like last year!) and the event was well organised.
20th April Rockingham Ride. Owen Page and Barry O’Byrne organised this event and Charlie 
Lawson  said it was a good ride and he enjoyed the camaraderie.
3rd May Busselton 2Day. Organised by Rex Edmondson this icon event was successful although 
there were some breakdowns and two members “went down the road.” But thankfully there were no 
major injuries. Rex thanked the helpers at the four check points, the backup crew and all those who 
helped make the event happen
Future Events:
Future events will be listed in the Chatter but may change so check the Chatter each month.
June 2010. Isle of Man TT racing. Phil Skinner  and others are organising a sanctioned Club event 
which involves hiring a sea container to transport bikes to Liverpool. There, those attending, will take 
the bikes on the ferry to the TT and later participate in the Banbury Rally. If interested call Phil.  (you 
will need to be quick).
August 30th 2Day Sidecar Event. Terry McKie is organising this and solos are welcome. He must 
have final numbers by the end of May.
Reports Accepted:  Reports were accepted by the meeting. Moved D Weeks and Seconded K.Perry.
General Business: 
The President thanked Trish Chave for her great effort in fund raising for the Cancer Foundation.
The Treasure has Club polar fleece jackets and beanies for sale.
Keith Perry called for volunteers to help shift John McGee’s bike from the club precinct where it was 
taken after his accident.
Terry McKie moved a motion that would go to committee for discussion and presentation at the AGM.
He said that a proposed change to the time that members could serve on the committee would 
encourage other members to serve and add to the continued success of the Club.
Moved T. McKie and Seconded Midge Carter that “The five elected members may only serve four 
continuous years then stand down one year before re- nomination” Carried.
J Rock cited an article that appeared in the May 2008 Chatter. The article First Time Round OZ was 
from Two Wheels 1994 and described a journey made around Australia by Grady on a Douglas in 
1925. At the end of the article was a piece titled Recapturing the Moment. This article describes how 
Kevin Cass (a former Grand Prix racer in the 1960s) did the trip in the opposite direction. John Rock 
and Jack Berkshire felt that it is a pity that some credit was not given to Don Bowden who put many 
hours of research and planning into such a trip and discussed it in detail with members of the 
overland trip in 1990. The Overlanders was a re-enactment of a 1929 Perth to Sydney trip and was 
an excellent rally organised by Don. 
Bits and Pieces  were then addressed.
Machine Presentation : Charlie Lawson presented a 1912 Rudge- Multi kindly brought to the 
meeting by the son of Jim Wallace (Life Member). Charlie described the many interesting features of 
this beautifully presented machine.
Meeting closed at 9.30pm          President                                    Secretary
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FOR SALE
Note. Ads will run for 3months.

Please advise if item disposed of sooner, or 
requires a longer run

ROUTE SHEET HOLDERS 
New style available, includes weather cover

 $30 “STORM” (NORM) 9399 4063

TRIUMPH T120 unit construction four speed 
gear box- internal parts only, in good
condition. $250.00, ONO.

JOHN 9457 6294 #303

Heavy duty two wheel polisher/ grinder, on 
stand with separate motor.  $130.00

CES 9448 1382

TRIUMPH PARTS.
Swinging arm pre unit, tool box and oil tank 
sell as a pair. $145.00.
3 rigid oil tanks from $50.00 to $80.00.
Pre unit petrol tank. No rust $235.00.
One pair riders foot pegs, for swinging arm 
pre unit $25.00.pr.
 A good range of fork sliders, tees and yokes.

JOCK 9279 7998  #291

KAWASAKI 250 SAMURIA 1971 A1 model.
Rotary disc valve two stroke twin. V.G.C.,
plus spare motor, less crank with new 
rebored barrels & pistons. On full licence until
September       $4500.
Or, trade for Triumph Tiger models100 90 80 
or Velo 500, W.H.Y. (must be British)

RICHARD #630
9496 0564, mob 041 981 3124

1960 ROYAL ENFIELD BULLET, 350cc.
Black & Chrome.  In near mint condition.  On 
full license, owned it for 16 years.  First time 
offered. $4200 firm.

MILTON 08-9887 0132 #607

HONDA CX500s, 1980 and 1982, Vee twins. 
Shaft drive, liquid cooled. One full licence. 
Not running but both have been. Included,
new battery, workshop manual, and spare 
engine.All for $1600 ONO.

MIDGE 9379 3760 #707

TRIUMPH 1963, 4 gallon T120 Tank. VGC 
$230
TRIUMPH 1973, 3 gallon T150 Tank. VGC 
$230
TRIUMPH eyebrow tank badges. $70
HONDA CB400 front forks, alloy wheel & 
brake. $75

CHAS 9490 3345, #133

HONDA 4 1973-4, K1-2   $1500.00
SUZUKI GS1000, 1980 with sidecar

$2500.00, (good buy)
GRAHAM 9527 3017 #590

BSA A65 LIGHTNING, “oil in frame”, 1971, 
matching numbers, full licence to Sept.
 V G C. POA (In Geraldton)

MATTHEW 0419 916 473 #679

HONDA CB 650 4, 1979. Full licence, host of 
spares, windscreen, gearsack, 4 into 1 
exhaust, new battery.
 Good runner.  $2000. ONO.

CHARLES 9349 3501 #14

SUZUKI 750 1975, water cooled. good 
restoration project. Can be inspected in club 
parts shed. All offers considered.

contact BILL COWLIN, Spares division.

WANTED
INDIAN ARMY 741 rear frame, brakes back 
plate, and other frame and engine parts.
WAYNE 93565575, mob 0417 987 504. #694 

HONDA K2 750-4. Any condition.
ALAN mob 042 893 9361 #675

SERVICES
BSA 2 WAY FORK DAMPERS $100.00 per 
pair.
BSA TAPERED ROLLER BEARINGS to suit 
BSA steering heads. $130.00 per set.
BSA SEAL KIT modification. for M20, M21, B31, 
B33, A7, A10 etc. $50.00 with exchange sliding 
plate.
BURMAN GEARBOX sleeve gear bearing as 
fitted on Ariel, A.J.S. Panther and Matchless 
suitably machined $50.
BSA 6 spring clutch modification to improve 
clutch operation $50.00.exchange
BSA B & M SERIES oil pump overhaul, 
exchange $30.00
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OIL FILTER KITS
SPROCKETS rebanded 
GENERAL MACHINING
COLIN TIE Wk9295 6875 Hm 9295 1601.

GOLDSTAR & B 31/B 33 GASKETS & 
PARTS

 Sets or single gaskets, frame rubbers, 
190mm brake plates (bare), engine plates, & 
small parts to suit BSA pre-unit singles (& 
twins).
BSA SLOPER 500 head gaskets, kick-start 

spring covers (nickelled) & gearbox rear 
cover gaskets.

WEEKSY (#626L)
043 999 1584, a/h & fax 08 9384 6617

ALL FORMS OF ABRASIVE BLAST 
CLEANING
Vaqua/Slurry/Vapour Blast Cleaning,
Garnet Abrasive Blast Cleaning,
Sodium Bi Carbonate Blast Cleaning.
All types of blast cleaning for all types of 
substrates. Clean engine/engine components 
prior to rebuild or remove corrosion prior to 
painting. Small jobs individually blast cleaned. 

CARL MONTGOMERY 0418 941620

MOTOR TRIMMER
Vehicle Upolstery - Motorcycle Seats, 
Tonneau Covers, Canvas Canopies, Boat 
Hoods

SHANE MORRELL, mob:0437 807 722
76b Chester Pass Road Albany W.A.

High performance coil rewind service. 3 year 
warranty, spares service, Lucas, BTH etc.
C.O.D. Australia wide

PETER SCOTT (02) 9624 1262

CLUB SPARES
Bill Cowlin, Club Spares Officer, reports the 

spares section is in need of more stock, and 
would like expressions of interest from any 
member who has surplus parts they would be 
prepared to sell to the Club.

Contact Bill on 9523 1137

My mum was a ventriloquist and she was 
always throwing her voice. For ten years I 
thought the dog was telling me to kill my 
father.

NEW MEMBERS
789, Kevin Danks, prospector, of Marble Bar.
790, Joe Paparone, managing director, of 
South Coogee.
791, Richard Turner, retired, of Gosnells.
792, Dave Donnell, financial services 
consultant, of Geraldton.
793, Peter Robinson, accountant, of Mt 
Helena. 
794, Robert Riddle, miner, of Carlisle.
795, Ronald Assan, sales person, of 
Wonnerup.
796, Ian Brashaw, town planner, of 
Fremantle.
797, Ian Terry, publications officer, of 
Attadale.
798, Colin Brooks, retired, of Gosnells.
799, Michelle Kerr, caravan park manager, of 
Dampier.

JOHN MCGEE. Membership Secretary

This month’s management lesson:

Mike wanted to have sex with a girl in his 
office but she belonged to someone else. 
One day Mike got so frustrated that he went 
up to her and said, “I’ll give you a $100 if you 
let me have you!” But the girl said “NO!” Mike 
said, “I’ll be fast, I’ll throw the money on the 
floor, you bend down, and I’ll be finished by 
the time you pick it up.” She thought for a 
moment and said that she would have to 
consult her boyfriend so she called her 
boyfriend and told him the story. Her 
boyfriend said, “Ask him for $200, then pick 
up the money very fast. He won’t even be 
able to get his pants down.” So she agrees 
and accepts the proposal. Half an hour goes 
by and the boyfriend is waiting for his 
girlfriend to call. Finally after 45 minutes the 
boyfriend calls and asks what happened. She 
replied, “The bastard used coins!”

Lesson:

Always consider a business proposal in its 
entirety before agreeing to it and getting 
screwed.

When I was a kid I used to pray every night 
for a new bike. Then I realized that the Lord 
doesn't work that way, so I stole one and 
asked him to forgive me.
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Please find enclosed my application and deposit of $500 for

the proposed “2010 Pre 31 TT Trip”
My details are:

Name: ______________________________________ Membership Number:____________

Address____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ________________ Email Address (if possible) _______________________

My nominated bike details are

Make: _________________Model : __________________ Year: __________

Declared value for insurance ________________________________

I understand that:

1. Places are limited in this event and the payment of the application deposit does not guarantee a place.

2. Successful applications will be advised by written confirmation.

3. Unsuccessful applications will have the $500 refunded and the applicant placed on a waiting list.

4. It is anticipated that a minimum of 15 “places” will be required to ensure efficient use of the transport and 
shared expenses. Each “place” will be a solo bike with sidecars being “2 places”.

5. One free place shall be offered to a Veteran bike. It is proposed that this bike will be used only for a team 
event in the Banbury Run, this Veteran bike shall be selected by the organisers, accompany a full paid
applicants bike and the costs of this additional bike split between the 15 paying places.

6. In the event that more applicants apply and can be fitted in, then the “places” will be increased to 
correspond to actual numbers.

7. Prepaid costs will compose of two types of costs, the first type being freight, packing, transport and 
backup vehicle, and the second type insurance. These costs will be split up fairly between the participants 
using the following basis:

Transport & miscellaneous costs — these will comprise of:

• Sea container hire, and transport.

• Bike rack fabrication.

• TT Ferry booking.

• Backup/luggage Transit van (or similar) hire costs and fuel kitty.

These costs will be split equally between each “place” with each solo paying a maximum of 1/15th and 
sidecar paying 2/15th

16 places would be recovered at 1/16th and 2/16th respectively.

17 places would be recovered at 1/17th and 2/17th respectively.
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Insurance Costs — these will comprise of:

• Transit insurance between Perth and England and return.

• Motorcycle insurance for road use in England.

As the bikes will vary in nominated value, this insurance charge will be recovered by:

Transit Insurance — the total costs distributed pro rata between each bike based on declared 
value.

Motorcycle Insurance — either actual individual costs as charged, or if insured as a group,
then costs distributed pro rata between each bike based on declared value.

8. As these expenses become due then additional funds shall need to be paid to maintain this 
applications validity.

9. Personal costs of air fares, accommodation and meals, will be met by individuals.

10. In the event that additional funds fall due, and are not paid within the required time frame, then 
the application may be put on hold and offered elsewhere. In this case all or part of the funds paid to 
that date may be forfeited.

11. In the event that any applicant chooses not to participate, then all or part of the funds paid to that 
date may be forfeited.

12. In extreme circumstances where an applicant can not participate, then the organisers will 
endeavour to organise a replacement, and if possible a refund to the original applicant.

13. Cheques should be payable to “The Pre 31 Section of the Vintage Motor Cycle Club of WA” 
and sent with a stamped, self addressed envelope to

Carl Montgomery

P0 Box 430

G0SNELLS WA 6990

14. TT Ferry bookings need to be secured ASAP, and as such deposits are required by June 30 
2008.

I understand and agree to the above conditions, and wish to apply to participate in the “2010 Pre 31 
TT Trip”

Signed:

Name : -

Date:
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AGM AUGUST 6th 2008.
The Club Constitution Rules, Bye-Laws and Regulations require that the only positions NOT 
vacant for the year 2008/2009 are the President, Secretary, and some Committee member 
positions.
The continued success of this Club partly depends on the willingness of new faces to come 
forward, and be involved in the administratation of the Club.
If you would like to serve your Club in some capacity, look inside the front cover of this Chatter, 
identify an area that interests you, and fill in the nomination form in this Chatter. 
Nominations must be in writing, and be received by the Secretary at least 30 days before the AGM. 
The election at the AGM will be by ballot.

Club Secretary.

I wish to nominate _______________________________________ Memb #_____

For the position of ____________________________________________

Signed___________________Memb #____ Seconded _________________Memb #_____

I wish to nominate _______________________________________ Memb #_____

For the position of ____________________________________________

Signed___________________Memb #____ Seconded _________________Memb #_____

“MY UNAPPROACHABLE NORTON”- ERIC LANGTON,  PART 1

It was in Adelaide, while there for the 1974 National Rally that I first saw the Norton. Quite a large 
contingent of members of the Vintage Motor Cycle Club of Western Australia had made the l,750 mile trip 
across the Nullabor Desert to attend the event which was run as a Hub Rally, so we were all back in 
Adelaide each night. It was late in the week that Doug Bennetts, the president of the local Vintage Motor 
Cycle Club, invited all motor cycle entrants to his home for a barbecue evening.

There was lots of food and gallons of grog, but his shed and bikes were firmly under lock and key when we 
got there. However, as the night wore on, and the hospitality was soaked up, Doug was prevailed upon to let 
a few of us into his shed. There was a splendid array of beautifully restored Nortons up to about 1930, but 
what caught my eye was a belt driver, obviously an early one, lacking an engine, but otherwise just about 
restored. It had a straight top tube frame, separate lug where the lower tank rail joined the front down tube. I 
had only ever seen one other Norton with a similar frame, a 1908 model that Reg. Hancock, of Adelaide, was 
riding in the rally. It had a trailing rear brake shoe and the Norton name embossed in the tank— a Ia Rem 
Fowler Norton—and lamp bracket Druids. I couldn’t take my eyes off it. When I did, there, hanging on the 
wall behind the workbench, was another one just like it but unrestored. I just couldn’t believe my eyes, but 
immediately resolved that I had to have it. When quizzed later about the hold up with the belt driver, Doug 
said that he had two engines but only one crankcase, and that was useless. I straightaway said, “How about 
I make you a crankcase and you give me the unrestored bike?” and he agreed just as promptly.

Back in Perth with what remained of the old crankcase, I got a quote for a set of patterns—$400 whew! 
That’s £200 and just the beginning, so I decided to have a go myself. Way back in the mld-1920s, while 
serving my apprenticeship as a toolmaker, I had done a two-year stint in the pattern shop and enjoyed every 
minute of it. During my racing days I had kept my hand in making crank cases for my own J.A.Ps in better 
alloys, and also narrow valve angle cylinder heads. More recently I have made C.I. pistons for most of my 
veteran and vintage restorations. The patterns took about two weeks, the most time consuming bits were the 
capital letters for the timing side name:
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I fluked the pulley side ones, lead letters from some old patterns at the foundry seemed to be just the right 
size, from what could be recognised of the name on the old, battered, corroded, and woefully thin original 
case. I got two sets of castings by Christmas, about 10 weeks after making the rather rash offer, and then it 
was how to set about machining them on my 51/2 inch centre lathe. For a start I made four detachable, 
adjustable jaws to fit my 14 inch faceplate and turn it into a four-jaw chuck. That took care of the mating 
faces and bearinq bores. The next move was to make a dummy timing case cover in C.I. about 5/8in. thick, 
with drill and reamer bushes for the cam- wheel centres and locating from the main bearing bore. Having no 
access to even a milling machine, the jig boring had to be done using the time honoured method of 
toolmakers buttons, something I hadn’t done since apprenticeship days. The drill plate for the cylinder 
holding down stud holes had to be done in the same way, locating from the cylinder spigot bore, which I did 
on a Buma cylinder borer—a leftover from my speedway engine maintenance days. I had the finished job 
bead blasted and, though I say it myself, “It looked like a bought one”.

I packed it up and railed it off to Adelaide and awaited developments. A couple of weeks went by without 
even an acknowledgment of arrival, so I sent off a tentative enquiry and still nothing. A few weeks later I 
wrote to a bloke whom I knew did some restoration work for Doug, and weeks later got a letter from Doug’s 
wife, at least it had arrlved, but no mention of my Norton bits. By this time five months had gone by, and we 
were due to leave for a trip to the U.K. to take part, among other things, in the International Rally based on 
Harrogate.

There being no motor cycle classes, we had to settle for the next best thing, a very nice 1927 20 h.p. R.R. 
saloon, very kindly loaned by V.M.C.C. member and enthusiast from Leeds, Jim Noble. The Yorkshire 
scenery was glorious and the catering quite something to be remembered, but for the rest—best forgotten. 
Something else to be remembered though were the half dozen or so laps on the Ward Sprint Special at 
Mallory’s Vintage Race of the Year Meeting. And then it was on to the unrnatchable atmosphere of the 
Banbury Run, where riding Oliver’s 1903 London/ Edinburgh Rex, with a score of 142 years, I was awarded 
the Percy Wheeler Trophy.

Our six-month holiday being over we returned to Perth, and after sleeping off the jet lag, I couldn’t wait to 
get at the packing case which had arrived unheralded in our absence. There it was, all that I had expected 
though the belt rim looked too small and the good looking tank had later looking filler caps, and a bonus of a 
1910 Bosh mag., but no carburettor.

It didn’t take long to replace the broken front down tube and lower tank rail. I resisted the temptation to 
leave off the magneto platform support rod lug—the ‘08 and‘09 had a clip—but put it back just where Mr. 
Norton had put it, i.e. where the rod had to be bent to meet it, so that meant 1910 or later. The slotted rear 
fork ends, a carry-over from 1909 when pedalling chain adjustment was needed, had originally no provision 
for a stand—neither ‘08 or ‘09 had a stand—but a very professional job had been done of brazing matching 
slotted plates inside the fork ends carrying a boss below for the stand to pivot on, not the double lug type into 
which the stand fitted, that came later. The front forks were in a sad state; the lower spindle had almost worn 
its way through the lug in the girders, and one fork end lug had been changed for a later one, i,e. one with a
separate boss and tapped hole for the mudguard stay mounting. As I had by me an almost identical pair of 
girders in good shape, I put the older ones on one side for later renovation.

And then on to the engine, the 82mm. bore cylinder was in excellent shape needing only re-boring and new 
guides, and one fin had to be built up. I had already made a pattern and corebox for an 82 mm. piston for my 
1907 82 mm. x 86 mm. Triumph—still not completed as the cylinder is very sick—and had had several 
castings made, so I machined up one of these. The con-rod was a problem, the small end bush had worked 
its way out and forced the rod against the drive-side flywheel and the rod was worn away almost to the 
centre web. I decided to try to recover it by welding and enlisted the aid of the local Entectic demonstrator. 
Using a low temperature process quite new to me he built up the rod by pre-heating locally to a just visible 
red, blowing the steel powder on and then heating the powder to melting point. The finished job was fantastic 
and required little or no fettling at all, and if it had been my wife piping a cake with icing sugar she couldn’t 
have done a neater job. The demonstrator, a Londoner from Wembley before emigrating here, had been a 
fan of mine when I had made my periodic appearances for Belle Vue at the Empire Stadium. Now I’m a fan 
of his.

To be continued next Chatter
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